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For more than 30 years, she has worked tire-
lessly on behalf of thousands of Fairfax Coun-
ty Public Schools students and the community
as a whole. Principal Phillips has dem-
onstrated her strong commitment time and
time again, first as a teacher, and later, begin-
ning in 2003, as Principal of Fairhill Elemen-
tary School.

Principal Phillips has earned the respect
and admiration of her peers and staff, but
more important, that of the students and their
families who have been taught, led, encour-
aged and supported by her over the decades.
She has been a worthy role model and a fair
and trusted friend. Principal Phillips also has a
record of consistent academic and administra-
tive excellence. In recognition of this excel-
lence, Principal Phillips was honored with the
Washington Post’s Principal Leadership Award
and has the distinction of having been named
a Fairfax County’s Top Rated Principal.

Principal Phillips is retiring after years of
service, during which she became loved and
admired for her passion for education, leader-
ship in ensuring quality schools, and excel-
lence as a role model. Principal Phillips has
demonstrated a genuine love for her students
and her work, the result of which has been the
betterment of our schools and of our commu-
nity.

Madam Speaker, in closing, | would like to
again thank Principal Phillips for her commit-
ment to education. Her efforts and leadership
have been a great benefit to the children of
our community and truly merit our highest
praise. | ask my colleagues to join me in ap-
plauding Principal Phillips and in wishing her
the very best in her retirement.
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Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker,
as Co-Chairman of the Helsinki Commission |
wish to mark the recent passing of Micah H.
Naftalin, an enthusiastic leader of the grass-
roots movement on behalf of oppressed Jews
in the Soviet Union. His dedicated work con-
tributed significantly in advancing the cause of
refuseniks denied their right to leave the
U.S.S.R. During the dark days of the Cold
War, Micah was an impassioned champion for
human rights for members of the Jewish com-
munity and others, including political prisoners,
in the Soviet Union.

Micah was similarly unwavering in his com-
mitment to combat anti-Semitism and related
violence, closely monitoring and reporting on
developments in Eastern Europe and the
former Soviet Union. He was appointed to the
U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council in 1982,
later serving as acting director.

For more than two decades Micah served
as national director of the Union of Councils
for Jews in the former Soviet Union. He
worked closely with the Helsinki Commission
to advance democracy, human rights and the
rule of law in Russia and elsewhere in the
former Soviet Union. In 1993, he served as a
public member on the U.S. delegation to the
annual meeting to review implementation of
human rights commitments by signatories to
the Helsinki Final Act. In 2007, he helped
found the Coalition Against Hate, a consortium
of human rights NGOs from Russia, Ukraine
and Belarus united in their efforts to monitor
hate crimes.

Madam Speaker, | join Chairman BEN
CARDIN and others on the Helsinki Commis-
sion in expressing our condolences to Micah’s
family and his many friends.
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Mr. CONNOLLY of Virginia. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to congratulate Annandale Ter-
race Elementary School on being named a re-
cipient of a $2,000 Bloom Community Grant.

Bloom, a large grocery store chain, is com-
mitted to being a “good neighbor” to the com-
munities in which its stores are located. Bloom
is opening a new store in Annandale, Va., and
in conjunction with this opening, announced a
grant competition between local area public
schools with a grand prize of $2,000. In order
to qualify for consideration, each participating
school submitted a proposal for a project that
would “benefit mind, body and soul for the en-
tire community.”

The student body of Annandale Terrace Ele-
mentary School includes a large percentage of
students who live in apartments and may not
have sufficient access to outdoor physical ac-
tivities. Annandale Terrace Principal Christina
R. Dickens recognized this difficulty and co-
ordinated the effort to submit a proposal to
create an outdoor exercise path throughout
the fields on the school. This exercise path
would be oriented to the students but would
be open to the entire community when school
is not in session. This project, once com-
pleted, will help to create an environment that
encourages physical activity and a healthy life-
style.

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join
me in congratulating Principal Dickens and
Annandale Terrace Elementary School on
being awarded the Bloom Community Grant. |
would also like to express my gratitude to
Bloom for their investment in the well-being of
the Annandale community.
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